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PAPER PRESENTED.
By the MiNisieR OF, MIN~ES: Report

of the Public Works Department for
1.896-7.

Ordered to lie on the table.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at

until the next Tuesday.
9-43 p..

Thurgday, 18th. November, .1897.

Absence of Mr. Speaker (Deputy crnncd)-Psper Pre.
seatd- Qeston: egstrnton, &c., of Voters for
Nort Mehion-oos Weeds BUi (No. 2):

first neding-Motion-Agrioultural Bureau to be a
Governent Department; Ainendment. Select
Colnnittee-Adj ouen mot.

ABSENCE OF AIR. SPEAKER.

The Clerk of the House reported that
he had received a letter from the lfeol.
the Speaker, which lie read as follows:-

November 18th. 1807.
Sia,-Ln accordance with Standing Order

No. 21 1 have to inform you that I am unable
to be present at this dlay's meeting of the
Legislative Assembly, and the Chairman of
Committees will act as Deputy Speaker until
the next meeting of the H1ouse-I remain,
yours, faithfully, JAS. C. LEE STEERE,
Speaker.

MA. HARPER accordingly took tile
Chair.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By the PREMIER: Amended Regula-

tions under Defence Forces Act; Munici-
pal by-laws, Fremantle.

By the DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WVoRSs:
Report of Public Works Department,
1896- 7.

Ordered to lie on the table.

IQUESTION-REGISTRATION. &c.. Or
VOTERS FOR NORTH MURCHISON.
MR. KENNY, in accordance with

*notice, asked the Premier:-s. Whether
the names of those persons on the Nan-
nine municipal roll entitled to he trams-

* toned to the electoral roll for the North
Murchison district -were so transferred by
the court held at Nannine on June 4th
last. If not, why not? 2. Whether the
names of those persons residing at Peak
Hill, and making application to be regis-
tered as voters for the North Murchison
district, were received and placed upon
the electoral roll by the court held at
Nannine on the 4th June last, in accord-
ance with Section 44 of the Act. If not,
why not? 3. What names of electors
had been struck off the North ±Thuchisoin
electoral lists since May 1st last, and for
what cause ? 4. Whether notice was
given to electors so struck off, in accord-
ance with Section 80, sub-section 2, of
the ActP If so, when and where the said
notices were posted ? 5. Whether the
electoral list, when compiled, was publicly
exhibited as provided by Section 25~, sub-
section 1, of the Act? I so, when and
where ?

Tun PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest) replied-i. Yes. 2. Yes. 3.
The following persons have been struck
off the roll for North Murchison since 1st
May last:-Patrick Dunne, Hugh Fraser,
Arthur Henry, Joseph Hop)kin~s, Patrick
Hayden, Charles Hannan, Oscar J. Jones,
Charles Jessop, William Lewis, Edward
Lillas, Arthur Macey, Henry Marshall,
John Matthews, Chas, McCarthy, J. E.
McDonald, Donald McGfllivmy' , H. S.
Molyneaux, Dennis Malhon, MW. O'Brien.
Alfred Liftwich, and Abrahamn L. Evans.
The Causes for striking these persons off
the roll were in every case (except that of
Liftwvich and Evans) that, their qualifica-
tion being that of residence, they had left
the district, and it is b~elieved the colony.
Liftwich had died, and as regards Evans,
his qualification referred to property

IWhich entitled him to be on the roll for
the Central Murchison, and he was there-
fore struck off the roll for North Mur-
chison and placed on the roll for Central
Murchison. 4. Notice was not given.
The registrar reports that the time
hetween the compiling of the rolls for the
general election and( the holding of the
Revision Court was so brief that hie



Agricultural Bur-eau : 18 NOVEMsBER, 1897.2 a Cet-era tund itDepafrtment. 483

found it impracticable to serve them. In
consequence, only the names of such
persons who had left the district were
struck off the roll. 5. Yes; in the office
of the Electoral Registrar.

NOXIOUS WEEDS BILL ('No. 2).
Introduced by the PREmiER, for Mr.

Harper. and read a first time.

MOTlON-AGRCJLTURAL BUREAU TO
BE A GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT.

A1%ENnENT-SEr.Ecr COMMITTElE.
MR. SIMPSON (Gemaldton) I rise to

move the following motion:
That this House, whilst recognising the

valuable and disinterested services of tho
gentlemen fomdrig the Board of the Agrieul-
tural Bureau, is of opinion that the best
interests of the counitry will be secured by
placing that institution entirely under the
control fof alMinister responsible to Parliament.
I will ask the House to make a, slight
alteration in the motion, if I am in order.
It has been suggested that the matter be
referred to a select commnittee to report
to the House, that select committee to
have an opportunity of pointing out to the
House the various avenues for the devel-
opnient of the resources of the country
that are open to persons coming to settle
onl our lands. It will be noticed that the
sum of £7,000 a year has been appropri-
ated by Parliament, and has been spent
by the bureau, in carrying out the work
entrusted to it; and I believe that the
bureau contemplates incurring all expenl-
diture of £10,000 a year in the perform-
ance of the duties; so that hon. members
will realise that this is anr institution which
should be placed under the control of the
Government. So far, the work has been
done under the auspices of men of
independent means and of leisure, who
have given their time to the duties without
compensation, and I am not sure they
are likely to find gentlemen who wvouldl
care to take the duties off their hands.
It will occur to any members of this
Assembly who have watched the develop-
ment of the Agricultural Bureau, that its
success or failure is entirely dependent
on -the enthusiasm and energy thrown
into its work by members of the bureau.
I know they have given considerable
time and valuable experience in guiding
the operations of this institution. I have
no doubt it will be suggested in this

debate that the Agricultural Bureau of
South Australia is run for about £1,000
a year. At the same time, that Agricul-
tural Bureau does not attempt to do any-
thing like the work attempted by the
bureau in this colony. If I may express
sny own opinion, and I think it will agree
largely with that of other members, the
action of the bureau alone in bringing
into notice the n~ature and extent of some
adulterations, and the practice of giving
short weight or measure in our food sup-
plies, with some facts relating thereto
which appear in the annual report of the
bureau recently placed before us, willamply
justif y the existence of the bureau and
the public money that has been expended
by that institution. Facts were there
given which certainly were not generally
known, and which, when considered in
connection with the food supplies, point
out that the public are being robbed. It
also appears that this matter has been

going ri ear after y~,%dytn
attention was drawn to it until the
buneau pointed out that the public were

getting adulterations or short weight in
respect of everything they bought of the
necessaries of life. But I fear that, in
the future, the bureau, under its present
constitution, may not be quite as manage-
able as we should like it to be. I imagine

ithat, if this motion be adopted by the
House, the functions of the bureau will
be carried out by the Minister of Lands,
who will act also as M~inister of
Agriculture. I believe this system will
he fonad less expensive, more effective,
and more likely to accomplish good for the
agricultural industry. I wish the House
to distinctly understand that, in moving
in this matter, I have not the faintest
desire to east any reflection on the bureau.
I have watched its work for years; and
having, at its annual conferences, repre-
sented certain country associations, I have
an exact knowledge and experience of the

Ioperations of the bureau, and wish to
speak in the highest possible terms of the
work it has done. I know it is customary,
on occasions, to laugh at the bureau: hut
when its funictions are seriously con-
sidered, the bureau will be found to have
been a useful adjunct for thedevelopment
of the agricultural industry in this
country. If I may, be allowed to call it
so, the bureau is practically a school-
master to the farmers. The " school-
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master is abroad," uinder the auspices of
this bureau, inducing farmers to adopt
more up-to-date methods, and suggesting
to the Government and to the country
expedients by which the producer and
consumer can be lbrought more closely, in
touch. I ask the permission of the
House to alter the motion, so a to permit
of the matter being referred to a select
committee, by adding the words, " and
that with the object of accomplishing this
purpose, the qutestion be referred to a
select commnittee." I beg to submit the
motion for the consideration of the
House.

THE PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest) :I do not propose to Object in
any wvay to the proposal of the hon.
member to refer the question to a select
commnittee, but I do object to the motion
as it stanads being agreed to; because, if
we pass the motion in that f or-i, we will
be approving of its terms, and, as hion.
memnlers will see. its terms are that " the
time hais arrived when the Agricultural
Bureau should be placed uindera Minister
responsible to Parliament." That is the
motion; and I do not know why the bon.
member adds the provision for refer-
ring the matter to a select committee.
It seems to me that the latter part
does not fit well with the former part.
First of all, we are asked to approve of
die principle that the time has arrived
when this bureau should cease to be con-
trolled by an independent board, and
should be placed under the control of a
Minister; and we are asked, at the same
time, to refer the matter to a select comn-
,mittee. If the hon. member had moved
that the Organisation of the Bureau of
Agriculture should be referred to a select
committee, with a view of considering
whether any improvement could be effected
in that Organisation, or whether it was
desirable that it should be placed under
a Minister, then I think we would under-
stand what we were doing. But when
we are asked to affirmn that we thiink the
B~ureau of Agriculture should be plated
uinder aI Minister, and that the present
boar-d should come to an end, and then to
say that we desire to have the matter
referred to a select committee, I do not
think the resolution is quite cornpi-ehren-
si ble.

'AIR. SIMiPSON : What ]t:rn could at
Select commuittee (10 ?

THE PREMIER: A select committee
would do no hiarmn at all, if the lion.
member would move for its appointmient
in a proper way; and we should be all
delighted, I am sure, to refer such an
important matter to at select committee.
But we are not asked to refer the organi-
station to at select committee. We are
asked to approve of the proposition:
1That the best interests of the country

will be secured by placing that institution
entii-ely under the control of at Minister
responsible to Parliament," I am not.
prepared, at the present mtomtent, to
,approve of that proposition, althoughi I
ami quite willing that the whole question
of the Organisation of this Bureau should
be referred to ai select comnmiittee. I do
not know what the object of the motion
is. The hion. muember has not levelled
any charge against the Bureau. On the
contrary, lie has extolled its work and
its efforts. Well, if the members of the
bureau are doing such good work in the
colony, what r-eason is there to interfere
with themn P

AIR. SIMPSON: I do not think it would
interfere with them.

THE PREMIER: My idea is that, if
they have been able to do good work in
die past, this certainly is ami argument
that they may be expected to do good
work in the future. If, on the contrary,
we think they have not done well in the
past, that would be a good reason why we-
should wish that some different arrange-
trent should be made for the future. I
am not going to argue that this institution,
if placed uinder a Minister of the Crown,
would not be supervised efficiently. The
system of Ministerial control is that tinder
which we are Living; and it provides that
die departments of die State shall be
controlled by Ministers responsible to
Parlianment. But there are exceptions to
that rule, not only here but elsewhere.
InI fact, there is a growing feeling-
at any rate, there is a strong feeling
-in the public mind in all these
colonies, that independent boards, ats
they are called, are very good things.
My idea is-and I amn supported in my
opinion by the mover of this motion-
that the Agricultural Bureau has done
good work in supplying useful informa-
tion to cultivators in the colony, and in
trying to prevent disease in the agricul-
tural districts; so that I hardlY think
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there is any cause for complaint it thle
present time. We contribute £7,000 a
year to the Bureau for carrying on its
work; and while I admit this is a large
sum, yet up to the present I have not
heard any great complaint as to the
efficiency of the Agricultural Bureau. It
imist be borne in mind that the members
of the bureau are gentlemen of experience
anud knowledge, who give their services
gratuitously to the country; and I think
if you can get gentlemen of experience
and knowledge and enthusiasm, to take an
interest in the matter, we should be very
grateful to them, and- seek to obtain a. con-
tiuance of their servic es. I am not at
the present momteul inclined, to inake this.
hoard a departmient of the Government.
It has its advantages as at present
conducted. We often hear it said that
responsible departments, under Ministers
of the Crown, are liore subject to
political considerations than others that
aire not so constituted; and it is a good
thing occasionally to have boards of
managemlent that are, to somec extent at
any rate, free from political control. I
should like to encourage everyone who
desires to work for the colony to do so,
and to continue to do so; and for that
reason I am not very mnuch in favour, at
the present moment, of transferringr to
the Govei-nment the duties which this
board carries out, If this House thinks, in
its wisdom, that thle time has arrived when
the control of the bureau shiouldl be taken
from gentlemen who work gratuitously
in order to hand it over to the Govern-
ment, then steps will have to be taken
to carry out the wishes of the House;
but that is a matter wich;I we do not
want to force on at the present moment.
I would rather let the bureau work on
for a time independently of the Govern-
tionlt, to SOmeC extent; although it is Dot
altogether independent of the Govern.
went, as Parliament provides the funds
for carryving onl the work of the bureau,
and it IS in our power, therefore, if we
are dissattisfied With thle way in whichI
those funds are expended, to refuse to
provide any more. The whole department
will have to be reorganised if we decide
that thle bureaul, as at Present admlinis-
tered, shall come to an end. I am
inclined to advise that we should not do
so at the present time. I ,' n see no
necessity for it, and unless members of

this House canl grive somue reasonQ fo.r the
change, no such change should be
made. The only reason that could be
given is that ~the subsidy of £7,000 a
year is not econom-ically expended, or not
satisfactorily expended, in the interests of
the country. 'When lin. ilemnbers say
that straightforwardly, then will be the
tiue. for taking the administration of thle
bureau out of its present hands, and we
should then be justified in referring
the matter to a select committee; but so
lonig ais we are disposed to praise the
action of the bureau, and to say that its
ienibers have done anld axe doing good

service, it seemis to me a peculiar thing
tli4t, we.. should desire, at the same time.
to have a committee of inquiry in reg-ard
to the managemient of this independent
boardl. I think the lion. meanber is alto-
gether inconsistent in thle action he has
taken. If lie wvants to do away wvithi the
bureau, lie shoulid say so. If, on the
other hand, hie is satisfied with the action
Of thle bureau, and thinks its members do
their work satisfactorily, then we do not
want the comnittee of inqjuiry. I cer-
tainly think] the House ouight not to
agree to the motion in its present shape.
If we want a committee of inquiry, say so,
and let us have it ; but do not let us say
thle bureau is no longer necessary, ,Ask
for a, committee of inquiry, and at the
same timie admnit that the bureau haifs done
good work. The two things do not go
together. I iiopo the hon. member will
either withdrawv his muotion, or else put it
in a shape to which wve can all agree.

Mu,. UZYINGWQRTHM (Central Mar-
chison) : I do not think it is intended, by
the mnotion before the House, to do away
with the bureau, but to increase its
efficiency. I agree with the righlt hon.
genitlemanbi opposite that the wording of
the inotion l1 hftv mneets the case ; but I
think thle tune has come when ant institu-
tion of its kind, which expends so large a
stun every year, should be placed under
Government suer-vision. I say that,
Without caLsting thle slightest reflectionl
whatever onl the lureau. I believe it
has done excelleut work ; but there
comnes thc question, how far are we
justified in voting sums of money to
be expended outside our control 1Y Here is
an orgtanisation sustained by Goveinmnlent
umonley. [THE, PaxnEmsa: Thec accounts
are audited.] I am aware of that, but

Agricultural Bureau:
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they do not come before this House in'
any other form than as a grant of £7,000:
or £10,000, as the case may be. Hon.
members are placed in the position that
they must either take action to destroy Mrt~
the bureau altogethier, or pass the Me 9~r
aniont placed by the Government to the Lunatic As3

credit of this institution. The manage- Tegrp0
ment of the bureau ought to 1)0 iuder of ElscticL

the control of Parliament, and this should raig )
be a part of the institutions of the colony. reading-In,

onreport-- -F
I suggest that the mnember for Geraldton -Saie of lU

m ntnr(Mr. Simpson) might accept this amiend- Fii FelP
muent, or something like it, which I rtou aryC
accordingly move:- Immigratioi

That all the words after-~ that. " in the first (debate cone

line, be struck out, and the following wvords be
inserted in lieu thereof: " in order to still THE SP]
further secure the efficiency of the Agricultural 7 30 o'clock,
Bureau, a select comnanittce be aippoiutedo
report on the advisability or otherwise of
placing it under direct Goverument contro." PRAYERS.

Ma.t SIMPSON : I accept the amend- MXESSAGE
ment moved by the hon. member.

Amendment put and passed, and h A Ilessa
motion, as amended, agreed to.prsne I

A ballot for the select committAe hav- resented i
ing been taken, the following members, the General
in addition to the mover (Mr. Simipson), in the Loan:
were elected: Mr. Harper, Mr. hulng- At a later
worth, Mr. lefroy, and Mr. Mitchell. Bill intro

Ordered, that the committee have power read a first'
to call for persons and papers; aid to
report to the House on Thursday, 2nd
December. I B h

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 5-20 p.m. till
tbe next Monday.

Ordered t
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fAKCER took the Chair at

LOANS IdEAPPROP.RIATION
BILL.

~e fromt the Governor was
.y the Premier and read,
acg a reappropriation from

Loan Fund to works stated
s leappropriation Bill.
stage,

duced by the PauniEn, and(
tine.

iPEE PRESENTED.
PREMnIER: Report of Metro-
erworks Board for 1897.
o lie on the table.

ION-WUITB3Y LUNATIC
A SYLUM.

ALL HAIL, in accordance
ask-ed the Premier, Whether

-e that, in the transfer of aL
lunatics from the Fremantle
the new asylum grounds at
officer was appointed in charge
rplace who had been but aL
in the service; and, if not,
quiry he instituted as to why
Litment, was made over the
npetent officers of inany years'

EMIER (Right Boll. Sir J.
plied: 'The officer appointed
rGallagher, for eight years
asylumi work in New Zealand.
,for two years, a gaoler at
was specially recommended

[ASSEMBLY.] Whilby Asyhon.


